
Preserving a Piece of History
The restoration of Marine City’s historic city hall 

has reached a new phase.
Following the installation of replacement 

windows and extensive repairs to the aging brick, the 
exterior renovations are largely complete. The work 
removed several add-ons, revealed original details 
and rebuilt distinctive features including the front 
porch and steps to the tower. 

But much remains to be done on the interior of 
the building. According to city officials the interior 
renovations are expected to cost $2 million. 

Built in 1884, Old City Hall housed city offices as 
well as the police and fire departments for more than 
a century. 

Designed by noted Detroit architect George 
Mason and his partner Zachariah Rice, the building 
was added to the National Registry of Historic Places 
in 1982. Mason was a noted Detroit architect in the 
late 19th century and is best known as the designer of 

the Masonic Temple. 
The building suffered many years of neglect and 

countless poorly concieved modernization efforts 
that damaged the structure and detracted from of its 
original character.

At the turn of the 21st century the future of Old 
City Hall was in question, with many calling for its 
demolition. The structure has been empty since 2005, 
when deteriorating brick and other hazards forced 
the city to move its offices. 

The establishment of a historical district in 2008 
and the formation of the nonprofit Friends of City 
Hall in 2011 began the long process of protecting and 
restoring the building. 

In 2015, the Marine City Commission approved 
an ordinance preserving the building in perpetuity. 
Although there is no timeline for completing the 
repairs, the ordinance ensures that the effort will 
continue to move forward. 

Arches, 
common in the 
Richardson 
Romanesque 
style of 
architecture, 
line the south 
face of city 
hall. 

More than 
a decorative 
element, this 
tower served 
an important 
purpose. 
The Marine 
City Fire 
Department 
used it to hang 
fire hoses to 
dry.

Victorian 
plaster crests 
and ornate 
brickwork 
were among 
the details 
restored 
in the first 
phase of the 
restoration. 

The cornerstone of the Marine City Hall, which was opened 
in 1974 during the rededication of Heritage Square. 


